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must insist that Iran come into com-
plete compliance with its obligations, 
disclose all information about its nu-
clear program, and allow unrestricted 
access to IAEA inspectors. Given the 
high degree of enriched uranium found 
in Iran—weapons grade uranium—and 
yesterday’s statement from Iran indi-
cating that it planned to resume en-
richment, this matter should imme-
diately be referred to the United Na-
tions Security Council for further ac-
tion. 

I am also deeply troubled by Iran’s 
terribly flawed elections of February 
20. The people of Iran deserve our sup-
port and they deserve true democratic 
reform. We cannot turn our backs on 
the people of Iran because its political 
leadership has failed them. There are 
an estimated 700,000 Iranian Americans 
living in California who are so hopeful 
for democratic change in their home-
land. The election of February 20 was 
clearly a step in the wrong direction. 

On February 12, the Senate passed an 
important resolution, S. Res. 304, that 
was submitted that same day by Sen-
ator BROWNBACK. Denouncing the elec-
tions as harmful for true democratic 
forces in Iran, the resolution stated 
that the policy of the United States 
should be to advocate a democratic 
government in Iran that will restore 
freedom to the people of Iran, abandon 
terrorism, protect human rights, and 
live in peace and security with the 
international community. I fully agree. 

I hope that the Iranian people know 
that they have the support of the Sen-
ate as they aspire for the freedom de-
nied them by the current Iranian re-
gime.

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2003 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the 
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement 
Act, a bill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 

One unfortunate crime was com-
mitted by an unknown assailant in 
Carbondale, IL, who allegedly taunted 
a Southern Illinois University student 
with anti-homosexual slurs and pro-
ceeded to beat him. 

I believe that Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well.

f 

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE’S CON-
GRESS OF LIBYA BY SENATOR 
BIDEN 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to have printed in 

the RECORD an important speech given 
by my colleague and friend, the distin-
guished senior Senator from Delaware, 
Mr. BIDEN, to the Libyan People’s Con-
gress on March 3, 2004.

Salam ale Qum. 
Thank you for inviting me to speak to you. 

I traveled a great distance to get here, but in 
so many ways, in recent years, the distance 
between Libya and America has seemed even 
greater, almost insurmountable. Now, there 
is real hope that we will bridge the great di-
vide that has kept us apart. But there is still 
much work to be done. It is in that spirit of 
hope that I stand before you . . . and that I 
send my greetings to the Libyan people who 
are watching these proceedings in their 
homes. At the outset, let me tell you who I 
am and why I am here. I am a United States 
Senator. I represent a small portion of my 
country—the state of Delaware, which is lo-
cated between Washington and New York. 

As you know, in America there are no 
Kings or Princes, no Lords or Dukes, no 
Emirs or Sultans, Like you, we fought a war 
against colonialism for our freedom. The 
central belief in our system is that each indi-
vidual should have an equal opportunity to 
succeed. 

At home, I am surrounded by very strong 
women. A mother who instilled in her chil-
dren the values of faith and community. A 
sister who was better at her studies than I 
was, and upon whose guidance our large fam-
ily depends. A wife who is a respected pro-
fessor in our community, not just smart, but 
also wise. And a daughter who knows she can 
be anything she wants to be. 

Like most of the nearly 300 million Ameri-
cans whose families arrived on our shores 
from every corner of the globe, I was not 
born to wealth or stature. I was not promised 
anything other than the opportunity granted 
to every American—the opportunity to go as 
far as I could dream. 

I am sure that Libyan parents share the 
same hope for their children. I am sure it is 
a universal hope—but not one that can be re-
alized in many countries. That’s one of the 
things that makes my country special. 

I have served in the United States Senate 
for 31 years, elected democratically six times 
by the men and women of Delaware. Men and 
women. Young and old. Black and white, His-
panic and Asian. Christians, Jews, Hindus 
and yes, Arab-Americans and Muslims. You 
may not know that there are almost as many 
Muslims in the United States as there are 
citizens of Libya. And there are more Arab-
Americans than all the people who live in 
Tripoli. Their votes count the same as every-
one else. 

I belong to the Democratic party. Presi-
dent Bush leads the other major political 
party—the Republican party. But I am here 
not as a representative of my party . . . not 
as a representative of Christian-Americans 
. . . not as a representative of white Ameri-
cans. I am here as a representative of my 
country who believes, along with many other 
Americans, that this is a moment of great 
possibility for Libya and for the relationship 
between our countries. But many of us re-
main skeptical. 

For too long, our relationship has been 
marked by hostility. In fact, I have a per-
sonal connection to the terrible act that set 
back our relations for years. 

I am a graduate of Syracuse University 
Law School. There is a wall at my school, 
erected to the memory of 270 people—includ-
ing 35 young students who never returned 
home from their studies abroad. They lost 
their lives when Pan Am 103 was bombed out 
of the sky. Thirty-five is a number, a sta-
tistic. But each of those young people had a 
name. Each had a mother and a father, a sis-

ter and brother, and friends who loved 
them—and who still suffer their loss every 
single day. The victims were young men and 
women like Ken Bissett. He was an artist 
and a writer. Like Eric and Jason Coker, 
twin brothers. Eric was studying economics. 
Jason wanted to be a journalist. He might 
have been here today, reporting on their sig-
nificant event. And like a kind hearted 
young women named Keesha Weedon who 
wanted to help troubled children. Each of 
these young people had a past—and each had 
a future cut short by violence. Imagine if one 
of them had been your son or your daughter. 
Think about that for just a moment. Your 
government’s admission of responsibility for 
the bombing of Pan Am 103 was not only nec-
essary—it was the right thing to do. And it 
was consistent with your traditions. In the 
words of the Koran: ‘‘As for him who shall 
repent and believe and do right, he happily 
may be one of the successful.’’ It appears 
now that your government wants to change 
in order to become ‘‘one of the successful.’’

Americans will never forget the past. But 
we cannot allow it to stop us from building 
a more peaceful world that can prevent such 
tragedies in the future. That must be the 
legacy of those who lost their lives, and for 
those who carry their memory. And so while 
American remain wary, we also stand ready 
to walk with you if you are willing to take 
the difficult steps necessary to rejoin the 
community of nations. By accepting respon-
sibility for the past . . . agreeing to abandon 
its weapons of mass destruction program . . . 
and joining the war on terrorism . . . your 
government is beginning to end Libya’s po-
litical and economic isolation. But what I 
want to say to you today is this: do not stop 
there. Aim higher. Go further. 

For centuries, the people of Libya were de-
nied the opportunity to fulfill their God-
given potential. First, you were held back by 
outside colonizers. Then, you were led astray 
by misguided ideologies. The result is a great 
gulf between your rightful expectations and 
the reality of your lives. 

You are right to expect good schools for 
your children and first rate doctors for your 
parents. You are right to expect to own your 
home and to build your own business. You 
are right to expect newspapers with com-
peting ideas and an internet connection in 
every home. You are right to expect the free-
dom to speak your mind without fear of 
being thrown in jail. So the question is: How 
do you make sure that history does not re-
peat itself and that you are not denied the 
opportunity to which you are entitled? 

Your economic potential is extraordinary 
because of the natural resources buried in 
the ground. But your national potential is 
limitless, because of the human resources 
that are spread all across this land. 

You have tremendous oil power. But it will 
only be meaningful if you use it to unleash 
the brain power of the Libyan people—espe-
cially the awesome potential of your youth. 
In fact, oil can be more of a burden than a 
benefit if it used as an excuse not to develop 
all aspects of your society . . . and if its pro-
ceeds are not widely shared and wisely in-
vested in education, training and a strong 
foundation for the future. 

Let me offer you a concrete example. It 
concerns patents—the legal protection the 
world gives to new ideas and inventions. 
They’re a good measure of the quality of a 
country’s educational system, its entrepre-
neurship, its innovation and its rule of law. 
Between 1980 and 1999, the nine leading Arab 
economies—each built on oil wealth—reg-
istered a mere 370 patents in my country. 
During that same period, South Korea alone 
registered 16,328 patents. Why? In the 21st 
century, human resources are the true 
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